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Safer Families International Visiting Scholar Program 2019 

Aim of Safer Families International Visiting Scholar Program  

The Safer Families International Visiting Scholar Program aims to provide opportunities to support and 
inspire early to mid-career researchers for the Safer Families Centre in the development, breadth and 
advancement of their careers in research.  

International Visiting Scholar Program Overview  

Any scholar member of the Safer Families Centre will have an opportunity to apply for an individual 
scholarship to support travel costs for a short-term placement overseas, hosted by a leading international 
researcher, to undertake study that relates to the work of the Safer Families Centre.  

An outline of these scholarships is as follows: 

• The program will offer a limited number of scholarships over 3 years (2019 to 2021) to approved 
scholars to support travel costs for short term placements with Safer Families Centre 
Investigators based in UK, Canada, Switzerland, New Zealand or Australia.  

• Scholarships are designed to support travel costs for either:  
a) short-term placements of 2-3 weeks or b) intermediate-term placements of 4-8 weeks.  

• Scholars can apply for a scholarship by submitting an Expression of Interest (EOI) to the 
International Scholar Committee.   

International Scholar Committee 

The members of the International Scholar Committee include two designated Safer Families Investigators 
(referred to as International Scholar Advisors), the Centre Manager and the Lead Centre Co-Director. 
Together they design, oversee and execute the program.  

International Visiting Scholar Program Application Process  

Safer Families scholars will have an opportunity to apply for individual scholarships by submitting an 
online expression of interest (EOI) and meeting key criteria. In their EOI, scholars will need to outline the 
reason for their application, what they hope to achieve during their visit and how it relates to the work of 
the Centre.  

Scholars will be able to nominate their preferred available investigator (host), country, study time frame 
and key research area of focus. Where more than one applicant nominates the same investigator, the 
Committee will determine the availability of other Investigators and offer a different placement if 
possible, or if appropriate, potentially postpone the scholarship opportunity to the following year.  

The grant amount cannot be confirmed until the application is approved.   
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International Visiting Scholar Program Application Process (continued)  

Steps involved 

1. At beginning of each year, the Centre Manager identifies which Centre investigators are willing to 
host a visiting scholar and seeks an indication of their availability. 

2. Information about the program including guidelines for an EOI is made available to Safer Families 
scholars by March to April of each year.  

3. The EOI process is facilitated via an EOI form designed to collect information about the goals and 
preferences of scholars as international visiting scholars.   

4. Scholars are encouraged to submit their EOI well in advance of their proposed visit, to ensure 
processing times can be met.  

5. The EOI forms are submitted to and reviewed by the International Scholar Advisors who select 
eligible scholars, match them to available investigator hosts and recommend a grant amount 
before forwarding to the rest of the International Scholar Committee for approval.  

6. Once approved, each proposed allocation is communicated to and discussed with both the host 
and scholar individually before confirmation of matches are made, to check each party agrees.  

7. A teleconference is then set up for the host and scholar to discuss and clarify arrangements and 
joint expectations.  

8. Each approved scholar must develop a Visiting Scholar Program Plan which must identify 
objectives and how these objectives will be achieved.  

9. Scholars not approved are notified by email and are eligible to apply the following year.  

Visiting Scholar Program Plan  

Approved scholars must develop a Visiting Scholar Program Plan for their international visit 
approximately one month prior to their international study commencement.   

The program plan which is completed in consultation with the designated international host must outline:  

• what the scholar aims to achieve during their visit,  

• the proposed activities for achieving these objectives, and 

• how the scholar will meet the program’s expected outcomes.  

Expected outcomes  

Through the program, the scholar can set personal objectives that relate to their own goals such as 
developing international networks, advancing career pathways, and building capacity for future 
collaborations.  

Alongside the scholar’s personal goals, scholars are expected to contribute to the Safer Families Centre 
through: 

1. At least one presentation of academic work either to the Safer Families Centre, or as a public 
presentation where Safer Families Centre members can attend. This can occur at any time after 
the completed study leave.  

2. At least one publication of academic work (preferably co-authored with other Safer Families 
Centre researchers) AND/OR identification of at least one opportunity for a new grant 

https://www.saferfamilies.org.au/ivsp
https://www.saferfamilies.org.au/mentee-form/
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submission that relates to the work of the Centre (preferably in collaboration with other Safer 
Families Centre researchers).   

3. Acknowledging the Safer Families Centre in any published work or presentation arising from 
research undertaken during the international study visit.  

4. Writing a brief report for the Safer Families Centre outlining activities undertaken and outcomes 
during the stay – to be submitted approximately one month after the visit. A summary of this 
report may be published online by the Safer Families Centre.  

Participants will also be encouraged to record (audio or visual) a short (2 min) talk on their academic work 
related to the international study visit for uploading onto the Safer Families Centre website and social 
media.  

Program limitations 

Host investigator commitment  

Host investigators are offering placements for a minimum of 2 weeks and a maximum of 8 weeks. This 
includes providing office space to the scholar and access to face to face communication with other 
members in their team.  

The frequency of contact between host and scholar and type of work during the study visit is decided 
upon by the host and scholar but must relate to the work of the Safer Families Centre. 

Additional time spent overseas is at the expense of the scholar, and the host is not obliged to spend any 
more than the agreed time as per the approved placement.  

Funding and support  

The visiting program offers support for travel and accommodation costs only.  

The scholarship amount is $2,000 - $8,000 depending on the location and the length of study time 
granted.  

The Safer Families Centre can assist with travel arrangements if needed.  

Other visiting scholar opportunities  

The potential for expanding the program to include the following is also under consideration, subject to 
obtaining funding:  

- Travel support for Australian based short-term placements with investigators who are based 
interstate  

- Travel support for short-term placements with investigators with Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander research experience   

- Supported workshops in a set location inviting scholars from around the world   

Links to resources  

Expression of Interest   
Visiting Scholar Program Plan  
Expected Outcomes  

https://www.saferfamilies.org.au/ivsp
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